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SPOTLIGHT

‘I have witnessed firsthand the joy of saving ne.wborni.
cheetahs from starvation, teaching them how to hunt
in the wild and then releasing them to grow, nurture
their young, and continue the cycle of nature.”

— Alessandra Benton '06

Get the inside scoop

on alumni who shine
with their exceptional
personal achievements in
business, philanthropy,
environmentalism, social
media, and racing.
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PO TLIGHT

Alessandra Benton '06 has been
dreaming of Africa since she was §
years old. She remembers telling her
mother that one day she would travel to
Africa, live on a game reserve, and save
and breed endangered animals back
into the wild. It's interesting enough

to say that Alessandra is indeed living
her childhood dream today as a safari
game ranger, wildlife photographer, and
conservationist on the Eastern Cape of
South Africa, but this story goes deeper,
involving global alumni connections,
the power of social media, and a
commitment to making a difference.

“I have witnessed firsthand the joy

of saving newborn cheetahs from
starvation, teaching them how to hunt
in the wild and then releasing them to
grow, nurture their young, and continue
the cycle of nature,” says Alessandra,
whose childhood dream has evolved into
a goal of creating a wildlife reserve that
rescues and rehabilitates injured and
orphaned animals, while also offering
online study programs, local educational
outreach, and visiting internships.

Understanding the challenges of

making her dream a reality, Alessandra
reached out to two fellow alumni in the
communications and media fields to help
her share her message on a global level
— Todd Benton ’82, a consultant, web
designer, and Alessandra’s half-brother;
and Ryan Flagg 95, a social media expert.

The three alumni (Todd and Ryan had never
met in person) came together via a Skype
conference call in June of this year,and
began creating a plan to help Alessandra
share her beautiful images of African
wildlife and her conservation dream.

From there, the three worked quickly
and efficiently to help their fellow

schoolmate. Todd, after a three-month
process of organizing hundreds of
Alessandra’s wildlife images, writing
content, and testing various web designs,
created a visually dynamic web page

and gallery showcasing her mission

and photography. Ryan outlined a
communications strategy using social
networking tools, such as Facebook and
blogging platforms, to allow the world
access to Alessandra’s project

and to inspire support of her effort.
Today, Alessandra blogs regularly about
her projects and cause, and can share
herimagery and adventures with a
global audience.

Alessandra, Todd, and Ryan plan to
continue supporting and mentoring one
another as the project moves forward in
hopes of seeing one alumna’s childhood
dream become a reality.

Todd Benton ’82 is a consultant and
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